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IN THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of the claims replaces all prior versions and listings of the claims in this 
application. 

The text of all pending claims (including any withdrawn claims) is set forth below. 
Canceled and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims 
as listed below show added text with underlining and deleted text with otr i kothrough or with 
double brackets [[ ]] where the text being deleted contains a hyphen "-" that would be obscured 
by otr i kothrough as permitted by 37 CFR 1 .121(c)(2) and MPEP 714(H)(0)(B) (see MPEP page 
700-241). The status of each claim is listed as one of (Original), (Currently amended), 
(Canceled), (Withdrawn), (Previously presented), (New), and (Not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 1-3, 5, 13, 14, 16-19, 21, and 22 in accordance with the 
following: 

1. (Currently amended) A write protection method for an optical disc recording and/or 
reproducing apparatus, the method comprising: 

checking write protection information stored in an RMD (Recording Management Data) 
field of an RMA (Recording Management Area) area to protect data recorded on the recording 
medium from unwanted overwriting or erasing, the RMA being separate from a lead-in area of 
the recording medium; and 

prohibiting writing of data on the recording medium according to the write protection 
informat i on, information: 

wherein a plurality of identical write protection information is stored in physically 
separate locations. 

2. (Currently amended) A recording medium satisfying a DVD-R specification to record 
data, i nc l ud i ng an ent i r e data in an entirety of a user data area or at least a plurality of particular 
data files, the recording medium comprising: 

a [[Lead-in]] lead-in area: 

a [[Lead-out]] lead-out area: and 

the user data aroa, area: 



12 



Application No. 10/779,767 



wherein write protection state information is recorded and is selectable between write 
protection states, and states; 

wh e r e in, upon completion of finalization for writing en-injhe [[Lead-in]] lead-in area and 
the [[Lead-out]] lead-out area, the recording medium is set to a write protection state ensuring 
write p rotection of the data recorded on the recording medium from unwanted overwriting or 
oras i no, erasing; and 

the write protection state information b e ing isstored in an area separate from the Load - 
tf hlead-in area of the recording medium. 

3. (Currently amended) The record i ng mod i um write protection method of claim 1 , 
wherein the recording medium comprises a cfeer- disc satisfying a DVD-R specification. 

4. (Previously presented) The recording medium of claim 2, wherein the recording 
medium comprises a bare disc not contained in a case of a cartridge. 

5. (Currently amended) A write protection method for a recording and/or reproducing 
apparatus, for apparatus for write protection of a recording medium satisfying a DVD-R 
specification, the recording medium comprising a [[Lead-in]] lead-in area, a [[Lead-out]] lead-out 
area, and-a user data area, compr i sos and write protection state information that is selectable 
between write protection states, and-the recording medium is -beinq set to a write protection 
state ensuring write protection of data, compr i s i ng an ent i r e ty of tho usor data aroa or at l oast a 
p l ura li ty of part i cu l ar data f il os, data recorded on the recording medium from unwanted 
overwriting or erasing when tbe-ajinalization for writing efvinthe [[Lead-in]] lead-in area and the 
[[Lead-out]] lead-out area has been completed, the data being recorded in an entirety of the 
user data area or at least a plurality of particular data files, the write protection state information 
being stored in an area separate from the [[Lead-in]] lead-in area of the recording medium, the 
write protection method comprising: 

checking the state of the recording medium; and 

prohibiting writing of data on the recording medium when the state of the recording 
medium is a write protection state. 

6. (Canceled) 
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7. (Previously presented) The write protection method of claim 5, wherein the recording 
medium is positioned in a case of a cartridge comprising a write inhibit hole for write protection. 

8. -12. (Canceled) 

13. (Currently amended) A recording medium to record data, the recording medium 
comprising: 

a user data area; and 

an information area havma -comprising write protection i nformat i on, information; 

wherein the recording medium is configured to store at least two write protection 
information in RMD (Recording Management Data) fields of an RMA (Recording Management 
Area) area to protect th e data protect data recorded on the recording medium from unwanted 
overwriting or erasing, the RMA being separate from a lead-in area of the recording medium. 

14. (Currently amended) The recording medium of claim 13, wherein the recording 
medium is further configured to satisfy a DVD-RW teferta HDigital Versatile Disc Rewritable) 
specification. 

15. (Previously presented) The recording medium of claim 13, wherein the write 
protection information is stored in physically separate locations at a plurality of times. 

16. (Currently amended) The recording medium of claim 15, wherein the recording 
medium is further configured to indicate a write protection state when writing protection 
information read from one of the plurality of physically separate locations matches writing 
protection information read from another one of the physically separate locations. 

17. (Currently amended) The recording medium of claim 13, wherein the recording 
medium further comprises a recording information area, distinct from the [[Lead-in]] lead-in area, 
[[the Lead-out]] a lead-out area of the recording medium , and the user data area, and 
comprising RMD fields, the RMD fields being configured to store information indicative of pre- 
use certification and defect management in use. 
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18. (Currently amended) The recording medium of claim 13, whoro i n: wherein the RMD 
fields are grouped into a plurality of groups ; and 

the same write protection information is stored in the RMD fields belonging to the same 

group. 

19. (Currently amended) The recording medium of claim 13, wh e r ei n: wherein t he write 
protection information is stored in a byte position BP3 of an RMD field 0; and 

information indicative of types of a/ecording medium, indicating whether the recording 
medium satisfies the DVD-RW specification, is stored in byte positions BPQ -BPO and BP1 of the 
RMD field 0. 

20. (Previously presented) The recording medium of claim 13, wherein the recording 
medium comprises a bare disc not contained in a case of a cartridge. 

21 . (Currently amended) A disc to record data, the disc comprising: 

a lead-in area comprising a read-only area tevtro -and a recordable data area, the read- 
only area comprising information on. ^physical specification of the disc; and rowritab l o data 
aroa; and 

a user data area; 

wherein a disc definition structure is stored in a defect management area of the 
rowr i tab l o recordable data area, and a wr i t e and write protection information of the disc is stored 
in the disc definition structur e , structure: and 

whoro i n the write protection information i nforms to a informs a recording apparatus 
receiving the disc whothor a recording w hether recording of user data efhin_the user data area is 
prohibited. 

22. (Currently amended) An apparatus for recording data on a disc, said-the disc 
i nc l ud i ng c omprising a lead-in area and a user data area, the lead-in area comprising a read- 
only area tevmg -and a recordable data area, the read-only area comprising information on a 
physical specification of the disc a and a rowr i tablo data aroa, and a usor data aroa, the 
apparatus comprising: 
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a pickup for recording user data efHnjhe user data area of the disc; and 
a controller for chock i ng a writo checking write p rotection information stored in a disc 
definition structure of a defect management area in the rowr i tablo recordable data area, and for 
dotormin i no and determining w hether recording of user data efHnJhe user data area of the disc 
is prohibited. 
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